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Abstract

Securitization as a speech act refers to the process through which an issue
(security referent) is presented by a competent authority (securitizing
actor) as an existential threat to the survival and values of a security
object (audience) and necessitates emergency measures. Although this
concept is one of the specialized theories in security studies, it seems
necessary to pursue it due to the lack of analysis from the perspective
of theoretical coherence. Therefore, the aim of this research is to answer
the question: Does securitization as a speech act within the Copenhagen
School framework possess sufficient theoretical coherence to be used as
a comprehensive analytical framework in security studies? What appears,
using a descriptive-analytical method and interpretation of the Copenhagen
School's documentary propositions, is that ambiguity in precisely defining
the role of the securitizing actor and the audience, conflict among different
components, and contradiction in some guidelines reduce the practical
application of this model in analyzing complex security issues. Thus,
although the Copenhagen School has been successful in presenting an
innovative framework for analyzing securitization, it requires revision to
become a comprehensive and effective model.
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