Ma'rifat-e Siast 2025, Vol. 16, No. 2, 61-80
https://creativecommaos.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

10.22034/siyasi.2025.5002256
@ 20.1001.1.20084366.1403.16.2.4.1

Examining the Condition of Juristic Proficiency (Figahat) in the Ideal
Ruler in the Thought of Allamah Tabatabai

Mahmoud Javadi Vala / Assistant Professor, Mysticism Department, Imam Khomeini Educational
and Research Institute, Qom, Iran javadivala@iki.ac.ir

Received: 2025/07/07 - Accepted: 2025/10/27

Abstract

Allamah Tabatabai, one of the great scholars of the Islamic world in the
fields of philosophy, mysticism, exegesis, and jurisprudence, has written
important discussions concerning major social and political issues of the
Islamic world, especially the issue of leadership and authority. In this article,
using a qualitative approach based on library research and description
and analysis of data, we show that from Allamah's perspective, during
the presence of the Infallible Imam, the Imam himself, as the vicegerent
of God, must rule. During the period of his occultation (ghaybah), the
person who is the most proximate and similar to the Infallible Imam, who
is the most elite and distinguished individual in society, must rule. This
person, who is at the highest levels of piety, is a jurist (faqth) regarding
knowledge of God's rulings, and is insightful, competent, and courageous
in terms of awareness of world conditions and the interests of the people.
In Allamah Tabatabai's view, he represents the prime example of the most
elite individual in society and the person most proximate to the Infallible
Imam and is qualified for leadership and governance.

Keywords:governance, ruler, divine vicegerency, Imam, period of Occultation,
Guardianship of the Jurist (Wilayat al-Faqth)
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