Ma'rifat-e Siasi 2026, Vol. 18, No. 1, 29-43
https://creativecommaos.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

10.22034/siyasi.2025.5002483
@ 20.1001.1.20084366.1405.18.1.2.1

A Critical Re-reading and Reconstruction of the Conceptual
Framework of Political Participation

= Daniyal Mohebaltaher( ") /PhD student in Political Science, Imam Khomeini Education and Research

Institute, Qom, Iran D.Mohebaltaher@gmail.com
Mohammad Javad Noroozi/Professor, Department of Political Science, Imam Khomeini Education and
Research Institute, Qom, Iran norozimj@iki.ac.ir

Received: 2025/08/22 - Accepted: 2025/11/04

Abstract

Efforts to explain the concept of “political participation” and determine its
examples have faced disadvantages such as neglecting to pay independent
attention to “participation” and the spread of normative and methodological
approaches to conceptual analysis. Therefore, any rigorous descriptive or
normative study of political participation will depend on reconstructing
this concept through identifying imposed constraints and recovering
lost constraints. The most important and controversial limitations in the
definition of political participation (being “action”, “non-professional”,
and “voluntary”) actually arise from our understanding of “participation”
and are inherent in determining its three elements: “belonging”, “actor”,
and “party” of participation. Based on the analysis presented to identify
“participation”, and based on the chosen view of the association of the
adjective “political” with this concept - without adding another adjective
with any motivation - the definition of “political participation” can be
obtained: “the conscious participation of individuals in determining the
political destiny of society, together with others or with the intention
of accompanying them.” It seems that any expansion or narrowing of
the concept of political participation - beyond or below what has been
presented - is considered a appropriation of the meaning of this social
science term and requires clarification by contract and double credit.

Keywords: political participation, participation, participatory action, public
affairs, social participation, public participation.
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