Ma'rifat-e Stast 2026-27, Vol. 18, No. 2, 99-123

(@ _©8 Ihttps://creativecommos.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
10.22034/siyasi.2026.5003348

@ 20.1001.1.20084366.1405.18.2.6.7

The Moral Function of the Clericalism in Social Engineering
from the Perspective of Shahid Bihishtt

Danial Yarahmadi / MA in Political Science, Faculty of Law and Political Science, Allameh Tabataba'i
University, Tehran, Iran. danialyarahmadil35@gmail.com
Received: 2025/12/03 - Accepted: 2026/02/09

Abstract

In the social thought of Islam, there is a central question: how is moral order
formed, and which institution is capable of organizing and safeguarding it at
the collective level? Previous studies have mostly focused on the political-
jurisprudential analysis of the clergy or the rhetorical representation of ethics;
hence, the mstitutional and functional mechanisms of ethics in Shahid
Bihishtr's intellectual system-especially its relationship with social engineering-
remain ambiguous. Aiming to reconstruct these mechanisms, this research
employs a qualitative-interpretive approach and directed content analysis. The
theoretical framework is based on three levels: philosophical-ontological,
sociological, and functional-systemic. To measure the functional distinction of
ethical components within Shahid Bihishtr's guidance logic, the Semantic
Differential model (Osgood) is utilized. The findings indicate that, in Shahid
Bihishfr's view, the clergy serve as a "living mechanism of moral making"
which, through practical role-modeling, normative regulation, and the
reproduction of symbolic capital, provides the groundwork for monotheistic
social engineering and the sustainability of an exemplary Islamic society.
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