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Abstract

The political conduct of Imam Rida (PBUH) in confronting of Ma'miin the
‘Abbasid caliphate is considered one of the most important and strategic
junctures in the history of the Imamate. The main problem of this research is to
explain the model of Imam Rida's (PBUH) political activism under the
conditions of the imposed Wilayat al-°Ahd (successor to the covenant of the
Muslims), and the manner of safeguarding the institution of the Imamate in the
face of the structure of power. Using a descriptive-analytical method and
relying on historical and hadith sources, and while employing the concepts of
soft power and religious political activism, the present study, re-reads the
strategies of Imam Rida (PBUH). The findings show that his political conduct
can be analyzed within the framework of a two-dimensional model consisting
of "soft resistance" and "intelligent influence." In this framework, the Imam
(PBUH), on the one hand, by refraining from legitimizing the ‘Abbasid
caliphate and emphasizing the discourse of the Imamate, preserved the Shi‘i
identity and authority; and on the other hand, by purposefully utilizing the
capacities arising from the imposed Wilayat al-*Ahd, provided the ground for
spreading intellectual influence and strengthening the social position of
Shi‘ism. This model is considered a prominent example of the strategic
activism of religion in confronting the structure of political power.

Keywords: Imam Rida (PBUH), Political Conduct (Sirah), Religious Political
Activism, Soft Resistance, Intelligent influence, ‘Abbasid Caliphate,
Ma’miin the Caliph.
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