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An Investigation and Criticism of Abul A'la Maududi's "'substitution®
Theory with Emphasis on Political Backgrounds

Majid Mofid Bojanvardi/ P.h.D student in Sociology, Bagir al-Olum University
3011367@gmail.com
Received: 2023/03/01 - Accepted: 2023/05/23

Abstract

In response to three issues, the leading research examines and evaluates the
theory of "Istkhalaf" of Abul A'la Maududi, which seeks to establish the Islamic
government according to the requirements of today's politics, inspired by the
theory of Thomas Spriggans: Political fields and theoretical issues; How is the
theory’s response to these issues; Criticism and study of the activism of theorists
and defenders of the theory and their success in implementing the theory.
According to the findings, Maududi's "substitution” theory is a response to the
theoretical void caused by the abolition of the caliphate and by criticizing the
Indian nationalism of the scholars, the Islamic nationalism of the secular
"Muslim League", criticizing Western democracy and rejecting the Christian
theocracy and the Islamic "kingdom-caliphate”. The main problem of this
theory is the answer to the possibility of a combination of divine sovereignty
and human sovereignty for the aging of the divine theocracy. Maududi pursues
this goal by deconstructing the concept of "Khilafah" and presenting a new
meaning of it, which considers all believing people as the representatives of the
society to have the right to choose the Caliph. However, despite many
theoretical efforts, his theory has problems both in historical references and
determining the meaning and examples of caliphate, and in answering its
problem, it is not possible to realize it in practice. Because by ignoring today’s
world and the realities of political action, Maududi is acting with a theoretical
void and gets himself and his party caught up in complications and political
games. In fact, his theory is idealistic.

Keywords: Maududi, theory of succession, human caliphate, democracy,
political fields.
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An Investigation ino the Legitimacy of *"the Choice of the People
of Hal and Aqd™ and its Evidence in Sunni political Discourse

Safdar Elahirad/ Assistant Professor, Department of Religion and Philosophy, IKI
elahi@iki.ac.ir
Received: 2022/10/02 - Accepted: 2023/01/09

Abstract

"Political Legitimacy" as the most important issue of the political discourse of
Islam, has allocated a huge volume of political discussions of Islamic theologians.
The theory of "choice" in various forms is considered one of the most important
views of legitimacy in Sunni political discourse. One of these formats is "the
choice of the people of Hal and Aqgd"; In the sense that when a person is elected
by - even - one of the people of Hal and Aqd, his Imamate and government will
be legitimate. The basic question is, who do Sunni theologians consider as "the
people of Hal and Aqd"? How many people are necessary for the truth of this
concept? What are their evidences for proving legitimacy through the people of
Hal and Aqd? Are their criteria and arguments defensible? Using the descriptive-
analytical method as well as the "rational” and "narrative™ method and by using
authentic theological, hadith and historical sources of Sunnis, this article has
analyzed the aforementioned issues. The results show that their original point of
view and arguments are faced with fundamental problems and cannot be
defended even based on their own sources.

Keywords: political legitimacy, the people of Hal and Aqd, political speech,
imamate, ruler.
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The Causes of the Tendency to Marxism
from the Point of View of Islamic Thinkers

a Saeed Baghestani/ Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, IKI
shaghestani598@gmail.com
Reza Mahoshi/ P.h.D student in Political Science, IKI
Received: 2023/01/05 - Accepted: 2023/04/17

Abstract

"Marxism" declared its existence in the late 19th century and early 20th century
with the efforts of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, and after a while it was able
to become the main competitor of the capitalist system and attract many people.
Using the descriptive-analytical method, the current research seeks to analyze
the factors of people's tendency towards Marxism from the perspective of
Islamic thinkers. The findings show that the causes of the tendency to Marxism
can be studied and evaluated in three intellectual, economic and political levels,
according to its three types (classical Marxism, orthodox Marxism and new
Marxism) that have emerged throughout history.

Keywords: Socialism, Marxism, Capitalism, Communism.
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The Limits of Tenure of the Islamic State
in the Thought of Allameh Misbah Yazdi
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Abstract

In political philosophy, there are three general attitudes about the limits of
government tenure: i) social attitude; ii) liberal attitude; iii) Islamic attitude. In
the socialist view, the tenure of the government is maximal and the tenure of the
people is minimal. Most of the political, social, economic, security and cultural
affairs are the responsibility of the government, and the people have a lesser
role in managing the affairs of the society. In the liberal view, government
tenure is minimal and people’s tenure is maximum. The role of the government
is to the extent necessary and more strategic, supervisory and for maintaining
security and public order, and the majority of society's affairs are the
responsibility of the people and the private sector. In the Islamic view, the
administration of the government and the people is moderate. The criterion of
government and people's tenure is the fixed and changing needs of the society.
In fixed and necessary needs of the society, such as security, order and defense,
the government should be in charge of society's affairs, but in variable and
unnecessary needs, people should be in charge of society's affairs. As a result,
the limits of the tenure of the Islamic government are determined according to
the essential needs of the Islamic society and the lack of a desirable popular
incumbent. Criticizing two socialist and liberal attitudes, the present article
explains the Islamic attitude from the perspective of Allameh Misbah Yazdi.
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Abstract

One of the important principles in Islamic political ethics is the principle of
"compassion™ towards citizens. In the shade of this principle, solidarity and
sympathy is created between people and rulers and social capital will increase.
From the point of view of Islam, the in-charges of the Islamic system should be
sensitive to the problems of the people in the society and consider the hardships
of the people as their own suffering. Sympathy, cooperation out of love and
empathy are values that arise from the existence of compassion in society.
Using the descriptive-analytical method, this article tries to investigate the
functions of compassion in the political ethics of Islam, relying on the view of
the supreme leader of the revolution. The findings show that in terms of
theoretical provisions, such as the dimensions of personal and political
compassion, capacities of imagination, avoiding self-centeredness and sense of
responsibility, it is possible to trace the functions of compassion in political
sympathy and empathy, maximum absorption, forgiveness and elimination of
grudges, increasing trust and social capital, tolerance and patience, and
increasing political benevolence of citizensm which each of them has a clear
presence in Ayatollah Khamenei's thought.
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Abstract

"Secularism™ can be considered one of the most important factors of the decline
and backwardness of Muslims. This research aims to investigate and analyze
the view of Imam Khomeini in this field based on the theoretical framework of
Thomas Spriggans. Using descriptive-analytical research method as well as
"content analysis™" as well as desk-research and referring to the writings and
statements of his holiness, this article has been organized. The findings show
that Imam Khomeini's view has many references to this topic based on the
mentioned theoretical framework. He had observed the existence of
degeneration and backwardness among Muslims and considered "secularism™
as one of its factors. From his point of view, two components are necessary to
solve this problem: the formation of the government; Creating correlation
between religion and politics. He also considers the most desirable society to be
a monotheistic society. From his point of view, the monotheistic society is
considered to be the most sublime human society in which one can achieve
progress and escape from degeneration.
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