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Abstract

Governance is a multidimensional, interdisciplinary, and conceptually
complex subject. Raising the question of what are the dimensions and
components of religious governance and what are the requirements for its
realization in the Islamic Republic of Iran, the present study considers the
hypothesis that the dimensions and components of religious governance are the
management of society based on material and spiritual interests and based on
the authority of religion. Governance has four dimensions: the executor, the
people the idea of governance, and the structure. Each of these dimensions has
gradational levels and possesses three fundamental characteristics: epistemic
or expertise (knowledge), dispositional or justice-orientation, and capability or
efficiency. Utilizing a descriptive-analytical method to explain the issue, the
research analyzes religious governance, its dimensions, components, and
indicators, as well as its scientific requirements. By analyzing Islamic sources,
it can be concluded that the governance matrix is derived from the interaction
of four dimensions and three components. Fach of the aforementioned
dimensions requires supporting bodies of knowledge, such as political science,
management, sociology, and philosophy.

Keywords: Governance, Islamic Governance, Idea of Governance, Governance
Structure, Governance Indicators.
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Abstract

In recent years, the discourse of "Modemn Islamic Civilization-building" has
received special attention as one of the strategic goals of the Islamic
Revolution. However, the role of doctrinal beliefs, particularly Mahdism and
belief in the Promised One, in the formation of this civilization has been less
systematically examined within the framework of contemporary strategic
documents. This knowledge gap reveals the necessity for research that, while
re-reading the concept of belief in the Promised One, analyzes it in direct
connection with the perspective of civilization-building in the Second Phase of
the Revolution Statement. The main objective of this research is to explain the
role of Mahdism-centered belief as an identity-based and inspirational
foundation in the process of Modern Islamic Civilization-building. Using a
qualitative method and textual content analysis, the present study, has
examined the text of the Second Phase of the Revolution Statement (2018/1397
SH) and related philosophical-theological sources. The findings showed that
the Second Phase Statement introduces belief in the Promised One not only as
a doctrinal belief, but also as the "Mahdism-centered identity" of Islamic
society, connecting it with the goals of civilization-building, self-building, and
society-building. Furthermore, this belief is proposed as a foundation for
creating active hope, collective responsibility, amdp directing scientific, moral,
and economic progress within the framework of Islamic civilization. The
innovation of this research lies in explaining belief in the Promised One as the
identity-based and inspirational foundation of Modern Islamic Civilization-
building, which has been less addressed in previous scholarly literature. The
results of this research can be applied in the development of new theology and
the design of cultural and youth-centered policies.

Keywords: Belief in the Promised One (Mahdism), Modern Islamic Civilization-
building, the Second Phase of the Revolution Statement, Mahdism-
centered Identity, Islamic Theology.
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Abstract

The political conduct of Imam Rida (PBUH) in confronting of Ma'miin the
‘Abbasid caliphate is considered one of the most important and strategic
junctures in the history of the Imamate. The main problem of this research is to
explain the model of Imam Rida's (PBUH) political activism under the
conditions of the imposed Wilayat al-°Ahd (successor to the covenant of the
Muslims), and the manner of safeguarding the institution of the Imamate in the
face of the structure of power. Using a descriptive-analytical method and
relying on historical and hadith sources, and while employing the concepts of
soft power and religious political activism, the present study, re-reads the
strategies of Imam Rida (PBUH). The findings show that his political conduct
can be analyzed within the framework of a two-dimensional model consisting
of "soft resistance" and "intelligent influence." In this framework, the Imam
(PBUH), on the one hand, by refraining from legitimizing the ‘Abbasid
caliphate and emphasizing the discourse of the Imamate, preserved the Shi‘i
identity and authority; and on the other hand, by purposefully utilizing the
capacities arising from the imposed Wilayat al-*Ahd, provided the ground for
spreading intellectual influence and strengthening the social position of
Shi‘ism. This model is considered a prominent example of the strategic
activism of religion in confronting the structure of political power.

Keywords: Imam Rida (PBUH), Political Conduct (Sirah), Religious Political
Activism, Soft Resistance, Intelligent influence, ‘Abbasid Caliphate,
Ma’miin the Caliph.
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Abstract

Public opinion, as one of the legitimizing pillars of political systems, has
always been a focus of attention for domestic and foreign actors. Analyzing
the discourse of the model of public opinion management in the Islamic
Republic of Iran and its confrontation with the enemy's thought engineering
strategies, this research, examines the duality of "political action - political
passivity." The findings show that the Islamic Republic of Iran, relying on
the model of religious democracy, uses tools such as Jihad of Explanation,
domestic media, and popular institutions to strengthen "convergence", and
counter the projects of opinion engineering. Utilizing foreign media and
social networks, the enemies in contrast, seek to induce despair, promote
political passivity, and create "divergence" in society. This level of action and
passivity can manifest itself on a national or even regional scale, potentially
leading to regional convergence or divergence as well. Employing the
method of discourse analysis and citing library documents, the present study
analyzes the key components of this confrontation. The results indicate that
the enemy's opinion engineering, in the form of projects such as Iranophobia
and the distortion of domestic achievements, seeks to undermine social
capital and reduce political participation; while the public opinion
management model of the Islamic Republic emphasizes clarification, trust-
building, and the strengthening of collective action. In conclusion, solutions
such as enhancing media literacy and redefining the discourse of resistance
are proposed to neutralize the enemy's conspiracies.

Keywords: Public Opinion Management, Opinion Engineering, Political
Passivity, Discourse of Resistance, Islamic Republic of Iran.

* This paper was presented at the international conference "Islamic Humanities: In Commemoration of
Allamah Mohammad Taqi Mesbah Yazdi".
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Abstract

The recognition and distinction of sciences from one another is a key topic in
the philosophy of science and epistemic domains, significantly impacting both
the development of sciences and the organization of their interrelations.
Determining precise criteria for distinguishing sciences helps to achieve a more
accurate understanding of the position and objectives of each science.
Explaining the distinction of the principles of governmental jurisprudence from
its non-governmental counterpart depends on examining the factors that
differentiate governmental jurisprudence principles from non-governmental
ones. Using a descriptive-analytical method, this research-which has not been
addressed yet - examines the possibility of such a distinction. Ultimately, it is
concluded that the principles of governmental jurisprudence, as a new
orientation within the discipline of the principles of jurisprudence, respond to
emerging needs in the field of social, political, and governmental
jurisprudence. This orientation possesses fundamental differences and
profound distinctions compared to non-governmental or conventional
jurisprudence principles, and by addressing major social and governmental
issues, it establishes itself as an independent orientation.

Keywords: Jurisprudence, Governmental Jurisprudence, Principles of Governmental
Jurisprudence, Principles of Non-Governmental Jurisprudence, Distinction of
Sciences.
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Abstract

In the social thought of Islam, there is a central question: how is moral order
formed, and which institution is capable of organizing and safeguarding it at
the collective level? Previous studies have mostly focused on the political-
jurisprudential analysis of the clergy or the rhetorical representation of ethics;
hence, the mstitutional and functional mechanisms of ethics in Shahid
Bihishtr's intellectual system-especially its relationship with social engineering-
remain ambiguous. Aiming to reconstruct these mechanisms, this research
employs a qualitative-interpretive approach and directed content analysis. The
theoretical framework is based on three levels: philosophical-ontological,
sociological, and functional-systemic. To measure the functional distinction of
ethical components within Shahid Bihishtr's guidance logic, the Semantic
Differential model (Osgood) is utilized. The findings indicate that, in Shahid
Bihishfr's view, the clergy serve as a "living mechanism of moral making"
which, through practical role-modeling, normative regulation, and the
reproduction of symbolic capital, provides the groundwork for monotheistic
social engineering and the sustainability of an exemplary Islamic society.

Keywords: Shahid Bihishti, Ethics, Functional Ethics, Clericalism, Society.
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