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Abstract

In recent years, several works have examined Mulla Sadra’s view on
wilayat al-faqth (guardianship of the jurist), leading some scholars to
regard him as a supporter of this doctrine, while others consider such
an attribution insufficiently documented in his writings. To accurately
understand Sadra’s position, the structure of leadership in the Islamic
community must be examined as an interconnected system throughout
his works. Like earlier philosophers, Mulla Sadra refers to the “First
Ruler” (al-ra’'ts al-awwal) as the one qualified to lead the Islamic
community—namely, the Prophet of Islam and the infallible Imams. He
considers specific conditions and attributes necessary for this position.
Mulla Sadra views the leadership of the wise theologian-jurist as a
continuation of the First Ruler’s leadership, without which the function
of prophethood would be severed during the Occultation. According to
him, in the Occultation era scholars are appointed by the Prophet as
governors of the Islamic community. However, in his view, not every
jurist attains the rank of guardianship; additional qualifications are
required. Nevertheless, it is inconceivable that someone could be the
heir to the Prophet without being knowledgeable of Islamic rulings and a
qualified jurist. It is noteworthy that Mulla Sadra, like his predecessors,
did not employ the term wilayah (guardianship) but preferred the term
riyasah (leadership).This article examines Sadra’s perspective on the
leadership of the Islamic community using a textual analysis method.

Keywords:Prophet, Imam, jurist, philosopher, guardianship, leadership,
Occultation
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Abstract

Acknowledging the gap between theory and practice, the vitality and
effectiveness of political philosophy depend on constructive interaction
between theoretical ideals and external realities. Islamic political
philosophy, like other traditions, recognizes this distinction. The question
is how, in the contemporary era, an effective interaction between theory
and practice can be established within the framework of Islamic political
philosophy. This article argues that “civic moderation,” grounded in its
anthropological foundations, possesses the capacity to establish such a
connection and to link Islamic political philosophy with practical problem-
solving. Accordingly, civic moderation should be regarded not merely as
a moral virtue, but as the core issue of Islamic political philosophy. Using
textual and content analysis, the study examines this claim and argues that
the establishment of civic moderation leads to the integrated organization
and synergy of infrastructures, political structures, and governance based
on wisdom, truth, and justice, thereby creating the conditions for realizing
the aspirations of Islamic political philosophy.

Keywords: Islamic political philosophy, civic moderation, theory and practice,
civic justice, public interest and civic wisdom
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Abstract

Understanding how to comprehend the ideas of predecessors is one of the
important research topics. This article examines the potential for utilizing
three prominent methods in understanding Islamic political philosophy:
Thomas Spragens' investigatory method; Quentin Skinner's intentionalist
hermeneutics; and Leo Strauss' genuine historical understanding. Employing
an interpretive analysis method, the capabilities and shortcomings of each
method in rereading Islamic political philosophy have been explored. The
findings of this research indicate that, despite possessing useful components,
all three methods have limitations. Spragens' method faces the following
challenges: a lack of comprehensiveness in its central hypothesis; difficulty
in identifying crises and identifying theories aligned with crises. Skinner's
method encounters difficulties in implementation due to the multilingual
nature and linguistic complexities within Islamic political philosophy, as
well as the prevalence of esotericism in the works of some philosophers.
Strauss' method also faces obstacles due to its incompatibility with the
existence of some bold philosophers and the absence of clear criteria
for discerning the author's true intent. These shortcomings diminish the
analytical capacity of these methods for a comprehensive study of Islamic
political philosophy. To formulate an effective method for understanding
Islamic political philosophy, this article suggests revisiting the principles
and methods employed by Islamic philosophers in reading and interpreting
Greek philosophy.

Keywords: history of ideas, understanding political philosophy, Farabi, Thomas
Spragens, Quentin Skinner, Leo Strauss
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Abstract

Although the concept of “development” in the modern era is mainly
defined through quantitative indicators and within the framework of
empirical sciences, it is fundamentally normative and value-laden in
nature and thus belongs to the domain of political philosophy. From the
perspective of contemporary Islamic political philosophers, development
is not only compatible with religion but is also affirmed within the
framework of Islamic teachings in the domains of beliefs, jurisprudential
rulings, ethics, and religious texts. In the realm of beliefs, Islam’s dual-
dimensional view of the human being establishes a comprehensive
model of development that emphasizes both spiritual perfection and
material well-being. In the sphere of jurisprudence, measures such as the
prohibition of usury and encouragement of production and the equitable
distribution of wealth provide the necessary foundations for sustainable
development. In the ethical domain, values such as justice and asceticism
function not as obstacles, but as reinforcing factors in the process of
development. Furthermore, numerous religious texts emphasize the
cultivation of the earth, efforts toward production, and poverty alleviation
as religious and social duties. Accordingly, Islam regards development as
a legal and moral necessity and reforms its orientations and objectives.
From this viewpoint, development in Islamic political philosophy is a
comprehensive and balanced process aimed at fulfilling both the material
and spiritual needs of human beings and realizing the concept of hayat
tayyibah (the good and wholesome life).

Keywords:religion, development, progress, Islamic political philosophy, Islamic
ethics, justice, hayat tayyibah
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Abstract

Security is one of human’s most fundamental needs and has existed
throughout the entire span of human history. Alongside the practical
efforts of politicians and rulers to achieve security, intellectuals have
continually sought theoretical approaches to attaining it. In addition to
analyzing the nature of security, various schools of thought have proposed
methods for achieving it. Islam does not restrict the sources of knowledge
to reason and experience alone and also regards revelation as a reliable
path to truth, so it offers a distinct understanding of existence, humanity,
and the purpose of creation. Accordingly, it does not limit the meaning
and end of human life to material affairs and worldly pleasures. From this
perspective, Islam considers many prevailing analyses of security to be
one-sided and incomplete and thus provides an alternative interpretation.
This paper examines the distinctive analysis of security and its realization
mechanisms in Islamic political wisdom and compares it with other
intellectual traditions.

Keywords: Islamic political philosophy, security, religion, ethics, justice,
power, law
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Abstract

Terrorism, as one of the most serious threats to the contemporary world,
is not merely a security crisis but a complex philosophical and ethical
problem. The existence of theoretical arguments that attempt to justify
this phenomenon morally or politically makes a deeper examination
of its foundations all the more necessary. This study addresses the
fundamental question: What are the main philosophical arguments used
to justify terrorism, and what critiques have been offered against them
from Western and Islamic perspectives? Using an analytical-critical
method and library sources, the article first explains the key justificatory
arguments for terrorism and then critiques them from both Western
philosophy and Islamic thought. The findings indicate that such arguments
face fundamental challenges. Finally, a philosophical and legal analysis of
verse V'Y of Surah al-Ma’idah demonstrates that the Qur’an, by explicitly
prohibiting the killing of an innocent human being, considers any terrorist
act absolutely and unconditionally unjustifiable.

Keywords: political philosophy, terrorism, law, democracy, moral obligation
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