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The Nature of Political Philosophy from the Perspective of Ayatollah
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Abstract

This article examines Ayatollah Misbah Yazdi’s view on political
philosophy and compares it with those of Islamic and Western
philosophers. After examining four different definitions, he considers
political philosophy as a science that explains the foundational principles
of the problems of political science. In comparison, Islamic philosophers
such as Farabi regarded political philosophy as a branch of civil science
(al-‘ilm al-madani) and a means for realizing a virtue-centered society.
Among contemporary Western philosophers, two main approaches
exist: some view it as a branch of theoretical philosophy, while others
consider it a sub-discipline of moral philosophy. The article shows that
Ayatollah Misbah Yazdi adopts a practical and operational approach
to political philosophy aimed at solving problems related to political
knowledge, offering an efficient model for the production of Islamic
political knowledge. This perspective seeks to strengthen the discourse
of Islamic humanities and has considerable potential for resolving both
theoretical and practical problems of the Islamic political system.

Keywords: Political philosophy, Politics of cities (Siyasat-i mudun), Derived
philosophy (falsafeh-ye muzaf), Misbah Yazdi
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Abstract

The axiological foundations of politics play an essential role in shaping
political goals and orientations. This significance becomes even more
pronounced when two different paradigms—Islamic politics and modern
politics—propose their distinct and often opposing values. The present
study addresses the question: What are the axiological foundations of
Islamic politics, and how do they relate to modern politics? Using a
descriptive-analytical approach, this research shows that in Islamic politics,
political values are objective and stable realities rooted in monotheistic
faith, whereas in modern politics, values are defined as conventional,
relative, and based on social agreement. Furthermore, by emphasizing the
interconnectedness of this world and the hereafter, Islamic politics views
politics as a means for realizing divine justice and eternal happiness;
modern politics, however, confines religion to the private sphere and
focuses instead on secular rationality and worldly aims. A comparative
examination of these two paradigms reveals a pattern of fundamental
oppositions and limited possibilities for interaction.

Keywords: Foundations, Value, Islamic politics, Confrontation, Modern politics
paradigm
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Abstract

The contemporary international system is the product of multi-century
processes of colonial expansion, great power rivalry, and the formation of
liberal-democratic political philosophy. It is shaped by the logic of power,
balancing, and hegemonic consolidation, providing both soft and hard tools
for domination and preserving the superiority of colonial powers. How to
engage with this order has become a fundamental question in contemporary
Islamic discourse. Using a descriptive-analytical method, the present study
answers the question: How is the model of engagement with this system
explained in the thought of ‘Allamah Misbah Yazdi, and what is the place
of interaction and confrontation within this model? The results indicate
that active and ideal-oriented confrontation constitutes the main strategy
for engaging with this order in his thought, theorized in the form of the
theory of resistance. However, with the aim of establishing a just world
order, while prioritizing confrontation, he also considers the possibility
of purposeful and identity-based interaction under specific conditions.
Accordingly, the theory of resistance is not merely a confrontational
strategy but a comprehensive framework for calibrating the relationship
between interaction and confrontation with the hegemonic system and for
paving the way for the establishment of a just order toward the creation of
a new Islamic civilization.

Keywords: International system, Resistance discourse, Active confrontation,
Identity-based interaction, New Islamic civilization, Misbah Yazd1
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Abstract

Political sociology, as the center of functional rationality in political
science, is the foundation for realizing desirable governance. The
incompatibility of prevailing paradigms of this knowledge with the
problems and phenomena of Iranian society in both theory and practice
necessitates the development of a political sociology appropriate to the
Islamic Revolution. Adopting a qualitative approach and an analytical-
comparative method, the present study analyzes and critiques the
epistemological foundations of modern political sociology, formulates the
coordinates of a new paradigmatic model based on Islamic social theory
and the exigencies of the Iranian context, and outlines its capacities for
reconstructing the social governance of the Islamic Republic of Iran. The
findings show that, first, the prevailing traditions are founded on modern
epistemology and tailored to Western societies; second, religious sources
and indigenous capacities enable the formation of an “Islamic tradition of
political sociology.” Within this framework, by deriving the fundamental
components of a discipline—namely subject, scope, nature, origin, end,
and approach—the paradigm of “prudence-oriented political sociology”
is presented. This paradigm, based on rationality oriented toward practical
wisdom and divine values, offers a coherent framework for reconstructing
the social governance of the Islamic Republic of Iran and realizing a new
Islamic civilization.

Keywords: Political sociology, Prudence-orientation (tadbir-mihwarT), Social
governance, Islamic Republic of Iran
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Abstract

Qur’anic anthropology requires accepting that humans possess an
innate disposition (fitrah)}—that is, humans have “specific inherent
characteristics” that other beings lack. Given that any anthropological
foundation can extend into dimensions of the human sciences (subject,
aim, problems, and method), researchers in Islamic humanities, including
political science scholars, face the question of whether accepting this
anthropological foundation can have methodological implications for the
human sciences. This research is based on the assumption that accepting
the principle of innate disposition has the capacity to influence the
method of the human sciences, including political science, and seeks to
demonstrate this influence in three areas. The present study is organized
using a descriptive-analytical method and, building on previous research,
concludes that: first, holistic methods should be employed in the sciences;
second, the methods of the human sciences (in keeping with the innate
dimension of human beings) should be a mixed method (based on sources
such as revelation alongside “fitrah”); and third, since fitrah is vulnerable
to harm, the presence of a revelatory source is necessary in the method of
the human and political sciences.

Keywords: Outcome, Method, Fitrah (innate disposition), Qur’an, Human
sciences, Politics, Political science
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Abstract

Given the serious weaknesses of contemporary political science discourse
in analyzing politics from a monotheistic and divine perspective,
strengthening the position of Islamic political knowledge has become
more necessary than ever. Therefore, this article, by providing an analysis
of'the current state of this knowledge, identifies its existing challenges and
pathologies. Then, while analyzing the desirable state of this knowledge, it
proposes solutions for moving from the current state to the desirable state.
The findings of the research, obtained through a descriptive-analytical
method, indicate that in order to achieve the desirable state of Islamic
political knowledge, a systemic mode of thinking based on fundamental
principles must govern this knowledge in order to address local problems
and challenges. In this regard, the following appear necessary: enhancing
cross-disciplinary and interdisciplinary studies; expanding the scope of
scientific interactions for the development of this knowledge; utilizing
the works of earlier scholars while updating the governing literature;
fundamentally reforming the educational system; benefiting from the
positive aspects of aligned or rival theories; providing the ground for
utilizing the achievements of Islamic political knowledge in political
practice; directing this knowledge toward solving local challenges;
expanding quantitative research and studies; and making optimal use of
new technologies.

Keywords: Islamic political knowledge, Future studies, Current state, Desirable
state, Solutions for achieving the desirable state
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Abstract

Today, elections are recognized as the primary method of political
participation in popular systems and hold a central place in representative
democracies, to the extent that understanding this concept is impossible
without considering elections. Nevertheless, numerous perspectives exist
on the nature of elections, each of which can lead to the establishment of a
different electoral system. Therefore, it is necessary to examine the nature
and consequences of elections from the perspective of Ayatollah Misbah
Yazdi, as a prominent political thinker in the Islamic world following
the Islamic Revolution of Iran and one of the theoreticians of religious
democracy. This analysis contributes to a more precise explanation of the
nature of the Islamic Republic and religious democracy. Ayatollah Misbah
Yazdi, with his “testimony” (shahadah) view of the nature of elections,
adopts a distinctive approach to this subject, which entails far-reaching
consequences for concepts such as political legitimacy, the qualifications
of candidates and voters, the scope of elections, the framework for
electoral oversight, and other related components. This perspective differs
fundamentally from other prevalent theories in this field and can inspire
the design of a new electoral system. This research employs an analytical-
descriptive method using library sources.

Keywords: Ayatollah Misbah Yazdi, Election, Vote, Legitimacy, Testimony
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Abstract

This article employs a comparative approach to analyze two distinct
models of religious politics in the thought of Saint Augustine and Imam
Khomeini. Despite their historical, linguistic, and traditional differences,
both thinkers—as theologians, philosophers, and mystics—have examined
the relationship between religion and politics. Within the framework of
Christian theology and influenced by Neoplatonism, Augustine presents
a separatist model in which politics, as an earthly and perishable realm,
remains separate from the sphere of religion and salvation. In contrast,
Imam Khomeini, drawing on Islamic mysticism, transcendent theosophy
(al-hikmah al-muta‘aliyah), and Shi‘i jurisprudence, regards politics as a
manifestation of divine will and the concrete extension of religion within
society. The article demonstrates that these two models differ not only in
their understanding of political legitimacy, the role of people, the place
of mysticism, and the purpose of government but also belong to two
distinct meaning systems in ontology and anthropology. Thus, religious
politics in Augustine’s thought is built upon avoiding the contamination
of power to preserve the sanctity of religion, whereas in Imam Khomeini’s
thought, religion does not fully manifest itself except within the context
of politics and social guidance. This comparative analysis, by elucidating
the philosophical, theological, and mystical foundations of the two
approaches, provides a basis for rethinking the relationship between
religion and power in different religious traditions.

Keywords: Religious politics, Augustine, Imam Khomeini, Political theology,
City of God, Religion-power nexus, Separation of religion and politics
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